
 

STANDING ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS: LITERATURE 
REVIEW AS IT SHOULD BE 

One key aspect of research that often goes without sufficient attention is literature review. Researchers are 
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Many students are excited about choosing a research 

topic, as this is something they get to decide. It is 

important to choose a topic that can sustain the 

researcher’s interest throughout the many months that it 

takes to complete the project. A good research project 

has several crucial characteristics which makes it stand 

out. What is most common among all good research 

proposals is the alignment between the components of 

the research; hypothesis or research question, 

methodology, data collection, and the transparency of 

reporting the findings (Newman & Covrig, 2013). The 

alignment of title, background, problem, purpose, and 

the research questions help to capture the main ideas of 

the research and helps the researcher to define the 

problem statement. Hence careful wording and adequate 

thought needs to be put into formulating all these 

components.  

Even though students are able to identify a research title, 

many struggle to translate the title into a problem that is 

descriptive enough to highlight the importance of the 

research topic chosen for study. This article is a guide on 

how to craft a problem statement. A well-crafted 

problem statement helps the readers to anticipate the 

goals of the study. Failing to articulate the research 

problem leads to unclear research objectives, research 

questions, and vague methodology (Creswell & Poth, 

2018).  

What is a problem statement? 

A problem statement is a clear and concise description 



  

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE WORLD OF RESEARCH 

The discourse of social innovation and gender 

equality 

Johanna Lauri  

ABSTRACT  

In Swedish government discourse, social 

entrepreneurship and social innovation have come to be 

articulated as the solutions to a wide array of societal 

challenges and social problems. Within this discourse of 

social innovation, gender equality is articulated as a key 

determinant in conquering all societal challenges defined 

in the UN’s Agenda 2030. The aim of this paper is to 

analyse the Swedish government’s discourse on social 
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Introduction 

Problematic substance use behaviour is one of the biggest 

current social problems in the Maldives. The first ever 

drug related incident is dated back to 1977 when an arrest 

was made, and 350 grams of hashish was confiscated 

(Ageel, 2006). Substance misuse refers to the 

consumption of cigarettes, alcohol, illegal drugs, 

inhalants, thinners, over the counter or prescription 

medications in a way they are not meant to b␀on 





Radicalization in Maldives 
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Introduction 

Radicalization has become a global issue and has etched 

its way into countries with a history of peace and 



prevailed in Maldives is religious radicalization. Qualitative 

and quantitative data available on radicalization in Maldives 

is exceedingly rare. The available statistic from the 

literature gives evidence of significant involvement of 

Maldivians in radical, extremist, and violence promoting 

activities. Future research on radicalization is significantly 

important reduce extreme violence and radicalization in the 

Maldives.  
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How to find inspiration to write! 
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Creative inspiration – an introduction 

Writing and publishing papers have become the dictum 

and a prerequisite for all academics and researchers alike. 

Regardless of the academic and scientific disciplines, 

writing is an integral part of how information is 

disseminated within the respective fields of study.  

The ontological and epistemological understandings 

(Scotland, 2012) can be of different paradigms in your 

writing. It can be from a post-positivist stance, where you 

try to determine the cause-and-effect of variables you are 

observing (Panhwar, et al., 2017). Or perhaps, your paper 

focuses on understanding multiple meanings or the 

complexity of a phenomenon occurring, by applying a 

constructivist perspective in your study (Ekpenyong, 



 one stage to the other quite frequently depending on the 

thought process you apply. 

Another concept that is used by those seeking inspiration, is 

the theory of ‘flow’ by Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi published 

in 1975 (Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, 1975). The theory was 

influenced by the experiences he had while growing up 

during World War II. His reflection is heavily based on 

seeing how people still managed to cope with the activities 

they did, despite the circumstances they went through.  

Csikszentmihalyi elaborated that people who completely 

immerse themselves in a task can find gratitude and intense 

satisfaction. The concept of flow is distinctively recurrent 

among researchers and innovators regardless of the field of 

work they are from. To summarize the concept, there are 

seven characteristics to consider in the application of 

Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi’s theory of flow:  

1. Complete concentration on task – there are clear 

goals every step of the way. 

2. 
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FROM THE WORLD OF RESEARCH 

The Covid-19 Pandemic in Puerto Rico: 

Exceptionality, Corruption and State-Corporate 

Crimes    

Jose Atiles Osoria   

ABSTRACT  

The COVID-19 global pandemic brings about a new 

episode in the multi-
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